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James Eastman 
Board Chair 

John Anfinson  
Superintendent, Mississippi  
National River and Recreation Area

It’s easy to focus on numbers when we report to our community—the number of 
school groups that engage in on-river learning, the number of dollars raised in a 
particular year, the number of trees planted in the floodplain. We love numbers and 
they provide an important part of our impact story.

While our numbers are impressive, we’re more interested in developing long-
lasting relationships with people and places. As we like to say around the office, 
“We’re growing trees, not planting them.” Our Plant for the Future campaign 
has an ambitious goal of planting and growing 15,000 trees that will survive for 
decades—providing important ecological services for our floodplain forests. Our 
on-river education programs engage elementary school students and teachers 
several times throughout the year. Rather than focusing on one-off field trips, we 
encourage a deep and lasting affinity with the river and the natural world. 

Over the past year, we started to recognize volunteer groups that helped our park 
for five or more years. It turned out to be a lot of plaques! Some of the groups have 
been volunteering for the park for 10 or more years. The collective work of our 5,000 
volunteers is remarkable and the impact on our public lands is evident, but we are 
also deeply interested in the volunteers themselves. We hope that the reason our 
groups keep coming back is because service projects foster friendship, belonging, 
and a sense of accomplishment.

We are grateful for our community of supporters that understands the critical need 
to connect people early and often to our national park. Thank you for joining us.

Katie Nyberg  
Executive Director

Relationships Take Root

Cover photos by Bethany Birnie.
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The Mississippi National 
River and Recreation Area 
connects 25 cities along 
the Mississippi River, but 
our programs impact the 
community well beyond the 
boundaries of the park.
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School taking a 
Mississippi River field trip 
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Community Gravel Bed 
Tree Nursery
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Paddle Share Station
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Tree Planting Location
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Mississippi River  
Visitor Center
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Coldwater Spring
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St. Anthony Falls  
Visitor Center



Our Plant for the Future campaign has broad 

community support. Six community partners 

host gravel bed tree nurseries that grow 

hardy trees. Volunteer groups then plant 

trees throughout the national park. And 

the Mississippi River Crew—a paid group 

of youth and young adults—waters and 

maintains the new saplings.

-2-
Plan to plant trees 
in areas a�ected by 
emerald ash borer.

-3-
Select species 

that can adapt to 
climate change.

-6-
Engage 

volunteers and 
youth in planting.

-9-
Study and monitor 
the success of the 

canopy.  

-8-
Water 

the trees. 

-5-
Transplant trees 
from nurseries to 

the Mississippi River. 

-1-
Data collection 

to establish 
baseline. 

-4-
Build community 

tree nurseries 
with partners.

-7-
Protect the trees 

from hungry 
deer.

How 
We
Do It

Plant for the Future

15,000

10,000

5,000

A healthy floodplain ecosystem relies on 

a diversity of tree species, but due to the 

reservoir system, invasive species, and 

climate change, the upper Mississippi River’s 

forest is seeing less diversity. Restoring the 

river’s floodplain forest needs broad and 

diverse support, which is why Mississippi 

Park Connection and Mississippi National 

River and Recreation Area are working 

together to engage more partners and youth 

in planting a rich variety of tree species.

—John Anfinson, Superintendent,  
Mississippi National River and Recreation Area
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Community Connections

Public lands are one of the great things about living in this country.

The Mississippi River is our backyard. It is the lifeblood of the Twin Cities. Every 

one of us has some interaction with the river every day, whether it’s hiking a 

trail or driving over it and enjoying the fall colors.

We are proud to support Mississippi Park Connection because they are doing 

projects that are planning for our river corridor for the next 50, 75, 100 years. 

We’ll see some of the benefits and our kids, grandkids, and future generations 

will reap the benefits of what we are doing today.

—Alex Ubbelohde 
Manager, Patagonia St. Paul

“

”

When people feel connected to the river, they care for it. Together with the 
National Park Service, we connected 15,371 people from the community to the park 
in 2019 to enjoy fine art, performance, music, paddling, biking, boating, and more. 
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Youth Education

Together, the National Park Foundation and 
Mississippi Park Connection are increasing 
the number of people who benefit from 
our partnership in support of the park. 
Through our work together, new visitors 
are experiencing the park for the first time. 
Fourth grade students are engaging in 
meaningful field trips through NPF’s Open 
OutDoors for Kids program, and Twin Cities 
metro area middle school teachers and 
students are engaging in hands-on learning 
about the Mississippi River watershed.

—Will Shafroth  
President and CEO of National Park Foundation

“

Year-round, formal, and informal education 
on and at the river can inspire children 
with the universal values of clean water, 
healthy aquatic ecosystems, scenic beauty, 
and outdoor recreation. These values are 
essential underpinnings of a community ethic 
of stewardship for this treasured national 
landmark for generations to come.
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Where We Invest

Scholarships 
for on-river play 

ensure all students 
can discover the 
Mississippi River.

Professional Development  
for teachers connects on-river 

learning to Minnesota K-12  
Academic Standards. 

Youth Employment develops skills  
for natural resource careers and  

builds a foundation for lifelong  
outdoor stewardship.

National Park Rangers  
connect more kids to  

the river with hands-on 
projects that reinforce 

discovery.

River Educators  
program engages  
retired and licenced 
teachers to support 
rangers.

Education Volunteers 
inspire the next 
generation and preserve 
the river’s future.



July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019Contributors

* In-kind gifts

Contributions of $25,000+
3M Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
Minnesota Historical Society
National Park Foundation
Patrick & Aimee Butler Family 

Foundation
Wildlife Conservation Society

Contributions of $10,000 to 
$24,999
Boston Scientific Foundation
Friends of the Lock and Dam
KEEN Effect
Merchology
Mortenson Family Foundation
NEEF
Patagonia
Tennant Company
Bill and Judy Walter
Xcel Energy Foundation

Contributions of $5,000 to 
$9,999
Bruce F. Vento Science Educator 

Scholarship Fund
Cochineal Charitable Trust
City of Saint Paul—Cultural STAR
Jay and Page Cowles Giving Fund
Cub Cares Community Fund
David Winton Bell Foundation
Kirsten and John Driscoll
Ecolab Foundation
Frederick & Margaret L. 

Weyerhaeuser Foundation
Mary and Peter Gove Family Fund
Hands on Twin Cities
Eric Michael and Josh Hillger
Padelford Packet Boat Co.*
Kristin Rasmussen
River Road Foundation
Surly Gives a Damn

Contributions of $1,000 to 
$4,999
The Alces Trust
Anonymous
Barry Clegg and Roberta Swanson
Mike and Laura Day
Deloitte
William Driscoll and Lisa Hoffman
James Eastman and Cynthia Kriha
G. B. W. Fund
Gray Plant Mooty*
Susan and Bert Gross
Cline and Dianne Hickok

Krahl-Thacker Family Fund
Minneapolis City of Lakes Rotary
Minneapolis Rotary Foundation
Chris Mortenson and Nathalie 

Salas Gonzalez
National Parks Conservation 

Association
Katie and Jeff Nyberg
Open Door Foundation
RBC Wealth Management
REI
Paul and Mary Reyelts
Don Shelby

Contributions of $500 to $999
Anonymous Fund of the Saint Paul 

Foundation
Edna Brazaitis
Sandy Fuller
The Gordon and Jeanne Shepard 

Family Fund
Have a Smile Family Fund
Lynn Howell
Sonja Jenko
Cathy Jordan
Dangerous Man Brewing
Sally McLean
Jonathan Moore and Thad Radel
Mark and Katie Mortenson
Elizabeth Narr
Suzanne and Rick Pepin
Reinertsen Giving Fund
Marcia and Gary Richter
Jim Stensvold and Sarah Kline-

Stensvold
Travelers Community Connections
VOYA
Alan and Lynn Wyman
Mildred McLean and Daniel Waugh
Nathan Zietlow and Sarah Risser

Contributions of $250 to $499
Anonymous
Denny and Cindy Appleman
William Bracken
Robert Bruininks and Susan 

Hagstrum
Sharon and Rick Cornejo
Edward and Sherry Ann Dayton
Michael Dorn
Dan and Ariel Dressler
Wilma Gitchel
Christine Hammes and Charles 

Ravine in honor of The Trees!
Mary Hilfiker
Tim Carl and Jean Garbarini

Janet Kinney
Al and Kathy Lenzmeier
Tom McGregor
Chuck Nelson and Jean Urman
David Schmidt and Sara Klasky
Bob Sirr
Mark and Julie Sullivan
Kinnell Tackett
Marilyn Wells and Doug 

Throckmorton
Kyle Waites and Amanda Lovelee

Contributions of $100 to $249
The Birch Breeze Charitable Fund
Peter Blitzer and Eleanor Crawford 

Blitzer
Thelma Boeder
Laurel Bruno
Steve Burt
Jeannette Cleland and Tim Schumann
Ben and Kathy Cohen
Eric DeClouet
Steven Deruyter
Nancy Feldman
Susan Flynn
Meg Forney
Catherine Furnberg
Mark Gang
Christine Goepfert
Brian Goodspeed
Amanda Grimm and Steven Pope
Scott Hagen
Laurie Halvorson
Terri Hanson
Christina Hausman
Kate Havelin and Leo Timmons
Edward Heimel and Christine 

Klejbuk
Tom Holtzleiter and Karla 

McKenzie
Beth Hvass
Holly Jett
Alora K. Jones
Nick Karasch
Michael and Barbara Kelly
Mark Kinney
Leslie Kinsman
Vonny and Justin Kleinman
Ellen Kluz
Bill and Jeanne Kosfeld
Karyn Kujawa
JoAnn Kyral and Joseph Meyers
Sue and Paul Labovitz
Gregory and Victoria Lang
Lee Larson
Margaret Lynch

Jay Lyons
Bethany Mann
Steven Marking and JoAnn Funk
Paul Markwardt
Lawrence Martin
Sona Mehring
Douglas and Therese Moore
Elizabeth Neuvar
Rebecca and Chris Newhouse
Joan and Richard Newmark
Kris Rhodman
Maery Rose
James Rowan
Saint Paul Garden Club
Dwaine Schense
Russ Stark and Katherine Murray
Paula and Lucas Swingley
Ava Tamis
Lyndon Torstenson
Linda and Tony Valois
Guff Van Vooren and Vicki Raport
Pirkko Vanska
Lee Vue
Jill Weese
Karen Westphall
Claralouise and Mary Jo Wheeler

Contributions up to $99
Drew Allen
Christine Allmann
Ronald Anderson and Andrea 

Quanbeck
Jane Andrews
Anonymous
Emma Appleman  

in honor of Denny Appleman
Ryan and Annie-Louise Backman
Amy and Mitch Bakken
William Barton
Malcolm Bastron
Peter Beck
Bonita Benson
Andy Birkey
Bethany Birnie
Jennie Brandt
Tom Breviu
Ralph Broad
Barbara Brockley
Suellen Buelow  

in memory of Bill Young
Christa Byler
Thomas Carruth
Hans Cederblad
Gay and Bill Clapp
Daniel Clarkin

Joseph Collins
Paula Connolly
Stewart Corn
Arielle Courtney
Catherine Creswell
Laurel Cutright
Carol and Jeff Decaire
Robert Donnelly
Joel Dufresne
Nancy Duncan
Sally Dunn  

in honor of David C. Nelson
Peter Ebnet
Ronald Edlund
John Elward
Deborah Fellows
Ameriprise Financial
John Francis, Jr.
Sue Fredstrom 
Reidan Fredstrom  

in honor of Sue Fredstrom
Dorothy Fuss
Debbie and Mickey Gensler  

in honor of Bert Gross
Christine Gilbert
Cynthia Gillett and Dan Sadoff
Brian Godfrey
Richard Halvorsen
George Hamm
Mary Hammes
Larry Hampel and Mary Kopet
Pauline Harmon
Mary Harrington and Jesse Okie
Elizabeth and Sarah Heeren
Joan Hicks
Elizabeth Hixon
Karen Holle
James Hollnagel
Lisa Hondros
Hailey Huff
Stan and Mary Hunter
Mary James
Arielle Johnson
Eric Jolly
Jeffrey Jones
Tabetha Kallsen
Byron Karns
Lisa Keitel
Jane Kilgriff
Bruce Klaenhammer
Shelley Koehn
Vernese Lathrop
Rubin Latz
Barbara Lehn
Andrew Leider

Deb Lewis
Dawn Linskens
Michele Livingston
Jim Manolis
Don and Abby Marier
Alexis McCarthy
Caitlin McGowan
Bruce McKenzie
David McLaughlin
Medtronic-Employee Giving 

Program
Lauren Melcher
Jessica Miller
Mark Miller
Thomas Minor
Abigail Olson
Sharon Olson
Rachel and Scott Parkin
Michael Pelican
Gabrielle Pillmann
Gregory Pyke
Cynthia Ralls
David Redford
Suzanne Rhees
Evan Ries
Alan Robbins-Fenger
Callie Sacarelos
Theresa Salus  

in honor of Mikaela Swanlund
Darryl and Diane Sannes
Carissa Scanlan
Michele Schermann
Ellen Schnobrich
Rachelle Schoessler Lynn
Jack and Patti Shomion
Diane Steen-Hinderlie and John 

Olson
Laurel Stiebler
Brian Stiepan
Rory Stierler
Heidi Sundquist
Kathy Swenson and Daniel Burbank
Maya Swope
Joanne Trygestad
Shannon Turner
Martha Vest
Darlene Walser
Stephanie Wang
Anna Waugh and Cyrus Butler
John Waugh and Kathleen Lively
Lark Weller
Julie and John Whitcomb
Kristin Wyeth
Jim Young and Kathryn Steinberger
Raymond Young III

We make every attempt to provide an accurate listing of donors. If we have omitted your name or if other 
changes should be made, please contact us at 651-291-8164 and we will correct your record immediately.



35
days of the  

Government Shutdown 

5,648
elementary school students 

received scholarships

2,992
people participated in 

Sunset on the Lock

45
days in Floodstage 

(previous record = 33)

9,840
hours that the Mississippi 

River Crew restored habitat

2,482
people paddled with 

Mississippi River Paddle Share

15,371
people attended MPC and 

NPS programming

22,719
students visited the river  

on a field trip

1
First pitch thrown by 
Katie Nyberg at the  

St. Paul Saints game

2018-19 By the Numbers

25,587
St. Anthony Falls Visitor 

Center visitors

159,000
Coldwater Spring  

visitors

130,706
Mississippi River Visitor 

Center visitors

4,467
volunteers gave 13,901  

hours to the national park



Board of Trustees
Barry Clegg
John Cowles, III
John B. Driscoll
James Eastman, Board Chair

Dianne Hickok, Board Treasurer

Peter Ebnet, Office of Mayor Frey

Mike Hahm, Office of Mayor Carter

Sam Holsen
Cathy Jordan
Leslie Kinsman
Michael A. Mitchell
Chris Mortenson, Board Secretary

Scott Parkin
Kristin Rasmussen
Don Shelby
Mark Sullivan

Staff
Auste Eigirdas, Minnesota GreenCorps 
Member—Urban Forestry

Lisa Ferguson, Accounting Services 

Mary Hammes, Environmental 
Stewardship and Volunteer Manager

David Kappelhoff, Education Coordinator

Andrew Marotz, Volunteer Coordinator

Katie Nyberg, Executive Director

Callie Sacarelos, Communications 
Associate

Daniel Wattenhofer, Urban Forestry 
Specialist

Anna Waugh, Development and 
Communications Manager

Mississippi River Crew 
Caroline Bowen

Isabelle Farkas

Rebecca Hanson, Crew Leader

Amelia Welch

Mississippi River Educator 
Fellows 
Keeli Siyaka

Pheng Xiong

Ras Vang

Visitor Service Specialists
Haddy Bayo

Jessica Miller

Mai Ker Thao

Financials
Expenses

Revenue

Individuals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $86,000 

Corporations and Foundations. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $672,743 

Government Grants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $87,712 

Programs Revenue and Other. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               $78,237	  

Endowment Distribution. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $121,413

TOTAL. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,046,105

Program Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         $911,237

Environmental Stewardship.$339,319

Youth Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                $193,093

Community Programs. . . . . . . . . .           $378,825

Fundraising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $21,355 

Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          $59,866

TOTAL. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $992,458


